
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
For Immediate Release 
March 6, 2009 
 

ARIZONA AUTO THEFT AUTHORITY ANNOUNCES ANNUAL VEHICLE 
THEFT PREVENTION & AWARENESS DAY – SATURDAY, MARCH 7th 

 
PHOENIX – Arizona remains among the nation’s hot spots for auto thefts.  Last year, 
Arizona had over 48,000 stolen vehicles, which breaks down to one vehicle stolen every 11 
minutes.   Arizonans can do their part to protect their vehicles by participating in Arizona's 
4th Annual Statewide Auto Theft Prevention & Awareness Day on Saturday, March 7th at 
various locations throughout Arizona.  Visit stopautotheft.org for a complete list of events. 
 
Governor Brewer has proclaimed Saturday, March 7th as Statewide Vehicle Theft Prevention 
and Awareness Day and asks all citizens to increase their awareness and education about 
auto theft and learn more about taking extra precautions to protect their vehicles.  
 
On March 7th, Arizona law enforcement agencies (see list below) will be hosting free events 
to increase awareness about vehicle theft prevention.  Departments throughout the state will 
be providing “FREE” to their citizen’s such services as; Vehicle Identification Number 
(VIN) etching, distributing steering wheel locks and/or enrolling residents in the state’s 
Watch Your Car decal program.  For a complete listing of event locations and hours, visit 
the AATA’s website at www.stopautotheft.org or call 602 364-2886 (AUTO).  
 
The 4th Annual Statewide Auto Theft Prevention & Awareness Day is co-sponsored by the 
Arizona Auto Theft Authority (www.azwatchyourcar.com) and statewide law enforcement 
agencies.   See list below for agencies hosting events on Saturday, March 7, 2009. 
 
AZ. Auto Theft Authority, Arizona Capitol Police and Phoenix Police Department’s  
Kick Off Event – Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - Thursday, March 5, 
2009 - 10:00 am – 2:00 pm - Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza North Parking Lot - 1700 West 
Washington Street. 
 
Apache Junction Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm - Parks & Recreation Parking Lot - 1001 N. Idaho (NE corner of 
Superstition & Idaho, enter off of Idaho). 
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Avondale Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 10:00 am 
- 2:00 pm - Costco - 10000 W McDowell Rd. 
 
Benson Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 10:00 am -
2:00 pm – Wal-Mart - 203 S. Prickley Pear Ave. 
 
Bullhead City Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 1:00 
pm - 3:00 pm - Justice Complex parking lot - 1255 Marina Blvd - The first 50 participants 
will receive a free steering wheel lock! 
 
Town of Carefree, Cave Creek and Maricopa County Sheriff's Office, Vehicle Theft 
Prevention and VIN Etching Event - Cave Creek Town Hall - 37622 N. Cave Creek Rd. 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm.   
 
Casa Grande Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 9:00 
am - 2:00 pm - Department of Motor Vehicles - 240 W. Cottonwood Lane. 
 
Chandler Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention Event - 250 E. Chicago Street - 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm.   
 
Coolidge Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention & Awareness Informational Booth - 
8:00 am - 10:00pm - Coolidge Cotton Days - San Carlos Park- 300 W. Central Avenue.   
 
Cottonwood Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 10:00 
am- 4:00 pm - Wal-Mart - 2003 E. Rodeo Drive. 
 
Flagstaff Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 10:00 am 
- 3:00 pm - 1650 S. Milton Rd. - If you enroll in the "Watch Your Car Program" you will 
receive a FREE "Club"! If you are already registered with the "Watch Your Car Program" 
you may also receive a FREE "Club"! (while supplies last) 
 
Gila County Sheriff's Office - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 8:00 am- 
5:00 pm - Wal-Mart - 100 S. Ragus Road. 
 
Gilbert Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 9:00 am -
12:00 pm - Target parking lot - 1515 E. Warner Rd. - Distributing free steering wheel locks 
(while supplies last). 
 
Glendale Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 8:30 am - 
11:30 am – Glendale Adult Center Parking Lot - 5970 W. Brown Street. 
 
Globe Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm - Farmers Fogle Agency - 1700 North Broad Street. 
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Marana Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 9:00 am- 
12:00 pm - 5900 block W Arizona Pavilions.  Giving away a limited number of steering 
wheel locks to participants! 
 
Mesa Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 9:00 am - 
12:00 pm - Target - 1135 S. Gilbert, Mesa, AZ 85204 - Receive a FREE steering wheel lock 
when you get your car VIN etched or enroll in the Watch Your Car Program (while supplies 
last). 
 
Nogales Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 10:00 am - 
3:00 pm – Mariposa Mall Parking Lot - 2021 N. Grand Ave.  
 
Peoria Police Department, Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 7:00 am - 
12:00 pm - Target Store - 91st Avenue & Northern.   
 
Phoenix Police Department - South Mountain Precinct Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN 
Etching Event - 10:00 am - 2:00 pm - Target Store - 2140 E. Baseline Road.    
 
Phoenix Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 11:00 am- 
1:00 pm –  Target - 44th Street and Thomas Road - First 25 participants to sign up for the 
“Watch Your Car” program will receive a free steering wheel lock. 
 
Prescott Police Department with the help of Prescott Valley Police Department and Yavapai 
County Sheriff’s Office - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 10:00 am - 
1:00 pm – K-Mart parking lot - 1048 Willow Creek Road, Prescott, AZ. For more details 
please call: 928.777.1967. 
 
Queen Creek - Maricopa County Sheriff's Office - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN 
Etching Event - 9:00am - 1:00pm (will stay longer if big turn out) Additional events at same 
location - fingerprinting, child car seat use, etc. - Super Target - 21398 S. Ellsworth Loop Rd.  
 
Scottsdale Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 9:00 am- 
12:00 pm - Granite Reef Senior Center - 1600 N Granite Reef. 
 
Sedona Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm - Sedona Police Department Parking Lot - 100 Roadrunner Drive. 
 
Sierra Vista Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 8:00 
am - 12:00 pm - Target Store - 4151 E. Hwy 90. 
 
Surprise Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 8:00 am - 
12:00 pm - Target Store - 13731 W Bell Road. 
 
Tempe Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 8:00 am - 
12:00 pm - Tempe Police Station - 10 W. Guadalupe Road. 
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Tucson Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event – 9:00 am - 
12:00 pm - Target Store - 6500 E. Grant Road - Random drawings for steering wheel locks 
to be given away. 
 
Tucson - Pima County Sheriff's Office in conjunction with Citywide Tucson Youth 
Leadership Summit - 8:00am - 4:30pm - Desert Vista High School - 4101 E Valencia Rd. 
Steering wheel locks will be given away! (while supplies last) 
 
Wickenburg Police Department - Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - 
9:00am - 1:00pm - Wickenburg Community Center - 160 N. Valentine. 
 
Yuma Police Department, Vehicle Theft Prevention and VIN Etching Event - Yuma Palms 
Mall - 1490 S. Yuma Palms Parkway - 10:00 am - 3:00 pm. 
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